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Benefits of Cleanup



Benefits of Cleanup



2018 Supplemental Capital Budget
1. Provided $6.2 million in funding to support Mount Baker Housing 
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ cleanup of land to develop the Maddux.

2. Provided Ecology with Integrated Planning Grant funds for local 
governments to investigate and plan cleanup for potential 
affordable housing development.

3. Instructed departments of Ecology and Commerce to develop a 
program to carry out more of these cleanups and report on the 
results.



Key Findings
1. Increased development costs of making property livable and safe are 

reflected in rents, purchase prices, and in prices of goods and services.

2. In a weaker economy, contaminated properties are often overlooked because 
developers cannot recoup the cleanup costs.  

3. In our stronger economy, contaminated properties are cleaned up, but 
resulting developments are not affordable for most people.

4. Ecology can prevent dislocation and disruption due to cleanup by helping 
affordable housing developers deal with its associated costs.



Cleanup and Development

Development at Port Ruston on former Asarco Site (photo from US EPA)



Housing Potential Locational Study



Scope of Opportunity

King CountyτSeattle Inset Spokane CountyτSpokane Inset


